MOXY BRISTOL PUBLIC ART PROGRAMME

ARTIST BRIEF 3: INTERIOR NEON ARTWORK (COMMISSION 5)
This document outlines an artist commission opportunity to create a new public artwork for the
Moxy Hotel at 55 Newfoundland Circus, St Pauls, Bristol, BS2 9AP, through the Moxy Bristol
Public Art Programme. Bricks has been appointed as the Public Art Producer to deliver this
programme on behalf of Vastint, who is developing the Moxy Hotel.
This call out is for a new piece of neon wall mounted public art that will be located in the public
reception area of the new Moxy Bristol hotel. The size and location available for this commission
is 600cm by 300cm.
We are excited to receive proposals from emerging and established artists who have strong
personal connections to St Paul’s, St Jude’s or the local area, including visual artists, writers and
poets.

We want this artwork to capture the spirit of this part of Bristol, grabbing the attention of local
residents and hotel visitors, causing them to stop and think about the past, present and future
of this diverse area and its culturally rich history.
We encourage proposals that are contemporary and playful and which engage with local
residents and visitors in a meaningful way. We welcome proposals from individual artists and
collaborations between artforms.
The Public Art Programme includes this neon commission (Commission 5), alongside an
external facing artwork in the front window of the hotel (Commission 1), 3 x Internal Artworks
(Commissions 2, 3 and 4) and a community engagement commission that will integrate the
work into the local community.
The deadline for submitting proposals for this commission is Friday 19th March, 10am
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CONTEXT AND HISTORY
The site sits in an area with a rich and diverse history. Historically part of the medieval parish of
St James, in the 18th Century the site would have sat within agricultural land mainly comprising
sub-divided fields for market gardens and orchards. Even then, Newfoundland Circus (known
then as Newfoundland Lane) was a thoroughfare into the city across the predominantly
agricultural landscape.
In late 1790’s Portland Square was built and the land around it sold for speculative development.
In the first quarter of the 19th Century the site and surrounding areas were developed. This site
was specifically developed with terraced houses (along Orange Street and Newfoundland
Lane), a church and a burial ground.
By the end of the 19th Century the area had changed again with wealthier people moving to
Clifton, and the area becoming more industrial with a vinegar works being built on part of the
site, alongside a number of boot makers.
By the mid-20th century, the area was characterised by its mixed commercial and
manufacturing uses, including a sugar mill, clothing factories and engineering works.
From the 1950s, the St Paul’s neighbourhood (to the immediate north of the site) began to
develop as a home for a large community of new workers invited to the UK from the West Indies.
As the community evolved it has developed many groundbreaking social arts and cultural
programmes which have added to the rich cultural and artistic landscape of the city. Ranging
in scale and form, from the world famous St Pauls Carnival (https://www.stpaulscarnival.net/) ,
to the more recent mural exhibition and heritage trail: The Seven Saints of St Paul’s by Artist
Michele Curtis: https://www.iconicblackbritons.com/the-seven-saints-of-stpauls.
From the 1970s, significant alterations took place on the site, as buildings were demolished and
replaced with commercial and industrial structures. By the mid 1990’s, a 3 storey police station
had been built at the eastern end of the site, a single storey auto centre occupied the western
end of the site and Newfoundland Circus had been widened as a dual-carriageway.
Further redevelopment came in 2007 with the Cabot Circus retail development and major
highway alterations to Newfoundland Street and Broad Street South to accommodate the new
Bristol Shopping Quarter. In December 2017, the site had become largely vacant following
demolition of the previous buildings on the site in readiness for redevelopment of the site for the
hotel and commercial use.
More information on this can be found in Atkins’ Heritage Statement & Townscape and Visual
Impact Assessment::
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10eI5F2SSDosozKsIk4RXlum0SPMYBS61/view?usp=sharing
Current and historic maps of the area can be found here: http://www.kypwest.org.uk/

SITE LOCATION AND PLANNING PERMISSION
The Moxy Hotel development is a new-build 214 room boutique hotel with ground floor
self-contained commercial unit, located at 55 Newfoundland Circus.
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To review the planning application, see here:
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/planning-and-building-regulations/look-at-and-track-planning-ap
plications Planning Reference: 17/07099/F) .
St Paul’s abuts the site to the north, with Portland Square to the north west and Cabot Circus to
the south and south west. The M32 motorway is to the east and St Jude’s is to the south and
south west.

The site is bound by the former Magnet Cinema to the west (31 to 49 Newfoundland Court),
Orange Street to the north, Budgens to the east, and Newfoundland Circus to the south.
The site is on a major road crossing point for pedestrians that connects St Pauls, St Judes, Old
Market and the Cabot Circus retail area and is an area only likely to get busier as the Frome
Gateway develops. The site is also a busy vehicular gateway for Bristol’s urban centre,
connecting with the M32 and acting as a distributary junction to other major parts of the city.

ARTIST COMMISSION 5
This Brief describes a new artwork for the internal public space of the new Moxy Hotel on
Newfoundland Circus, Bristol. The Moxy Bristol Public Art Programme consists of this
commission, alongside an external facing artwork for Newfoundland Circus Windows
(Commission 1), 3 x Internal Lobby Artworks (Commissions 2, 3 and 4) and a community
engagement commission. We expect each of these commissions to be delivered by a different
artist but it is our hope that they will feel connected to each other through their response to this
artist brief.
This interior neon artwork forms a part of the internal public realm of the Moxy Bristol Public Art
Programme. Across the programme, artworks will be commissioned to create a connected
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narrative that responds to the context of the site and the surrounding neighbourhoods,
physically, socially and culturally.
Commission 5 seeks a piece of neon artwork to mark a visible internal public space, where
external footway and road users will pass the site each day and hotel visitors will pass through
and use the internal public ground floor area.

ARTIST COMMISSION 5 LOCATION
See artwork location is marked Neon Artwork: The images below are provided by the client Jehu
and are indicative of location and scale of artworks. They are not indicative of the creative
approach we encourage from artists.

COMMISSION SPECIFICATIONS
Commission 5 will form the rear wall of a seating area at the eastern end of the hotel lobby. The
wall area measures approx: 600cm(w) by 310cm
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SCOPE OF PROPOSAL
How this neon artwork is approached is up to the artist, however we envisage it being text
based. The images below are for illustrative purposes only. They are not indicative of the
creative approach we encourage from artists.

Commission 5 proposals should consider the immediate locality and neighbouring context of
the Moxy site. It should consider the audience being made up of local residents, visitors to the
area, users of the hotel, passing people on Newfoundland Circus and vehicular traffic.
We encourage submissions that centre around the context of the area and that allow
audiences to stop and think about both the past and possible futures of this place. We seek
artworks that engage with both themes that arise from the site and communities past, present
and future, while also connecting with the playful and contemporary Moxy brand (see images
below).
We would encourage submissions that centre around text or written word and would welcome
submissions from creative writers/poets/visual artists/designers. Bristol has a wealth of
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established and emerging poets, writers and visual artists, so we are especially keen to hear
from artists with a strong personal connection with or who live in the area.
Across the programme artworks will be commissioned in a way that holds a connected
narrative throughout the programme/ collection of artworks, enticing audiences with the
prominent external work and connecting them with the wider programme inside.
It is worth noting that artwork will need to be approved by both the Creative Commissioning
Group and Moxy Hotels.
The commission is for a permanent artwork with an expected 15 year lifespan.
It is not an expectation that artists will have delivered work in the public realm previously. Artists
will be supported by Bricks to deliver the project.

CREATIVE COMMISSIONING GROUP AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
The selection process for the commission will be led by a Creative Consultation Group (CCG)
made up of Vastint (the developer), Bristol City Council (Public Art Officer), Bricks (as Public Art
Producer) and a small number of local creative community representatives.
The proposals submitted for the programme will be initially sifted by Bricks and then the CCG
will shortlist and make a group decision on the final artwork. Vastint will hold the final selection
decision once this process has been completed.
The CCG will also select an Artist to deliver a Community Engagement Pack alongside the
programme.
A Brick’s podcast will be created for the programme to allow further public engagement with
the commissions. The appointed artist(s) commits to contributing interview time to the
creation of this podcast, as part of this brief.

TIMELINE
Date

Deliverable/Milestone

19 February 2021

Open Call launched for proposals (4 weeks)

19 March 2021, 10am

Deadline for proposals

26 March 2021

Proposals shortlisted and final neon artwork chosen by CCG, with
Vastint having final say

Week of 29 March 2021

Interior neon artist is contacted and commissioned and contracted

29 March to 09 April 21

Selected proposal undergoes further development, to produce an
updated artwork proposal, a project timeline and budget.

April to May 2021

Artistic production period with agreed milestones and studio visits.

Last week of May 21

On-site installation of artwork. Maintenance and handover pack
produced for sign-off.

4th June 21

Sign-off on completed works.
6

Version 5: 16 February 2021

PROJECT MANAGEMENT
Bricks will continue to manage the art commissioning process. This will be performed in close
dialogue with the client and artists. The main roles of Bricks will be:
- Integration of the art programme into the wider development
- Budget management
- Preparation of detailed project briefs
- Recruiting Creative Commissioning Group
- Management of advertising of project opportunities to artists
- Coordinating Artist shortlisting and selection with Creative Commissioning Group
- Liaising with Bristol City Council Public Art Officer
- Writing and managing Community Engagement Brief
- Preparation of artist contracts
- Artist management/ advice
- Supervision of works
- Certification of works
- Coordination with project PR team for art programme promotion

BUDGET
If selected to prepare the full commission, the following budget is available (inclusive of VAT):
Artist Fee and Materials = £1,500
Neon Light Construction and Installation = £2,500
The budget will be agreed with and managed by the Public Art Producer

COMMISSION PROPOSALS
At this stage we are looking for artists to submit basic proposals only, as set out below
From the proposals submitted, Bricks will make an initial sift for deliverability and then a shortlist
of artists will be created by the CCG, followed by a final shortlisting and selection process.
Please only submit a proposal if you can commit to the project timeline shown above.
If you’re interested in submitting a proposal, please email moxy@bricksbristol.org with the
following information:
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Please include the following subject/title to your submission email:
MOXY PROPOSAL - Commission 5 - ‘Your Name’
1.

One of either a) or b) but not both:
a) A written and/or illustrated document of up to 2 sides of A4 explaining why you
are interested in this project and what your proposal to the commission would be
(PDF)
b) A short video talking to camera explaining why you are interested in this project
and what your proposal would be (up to 3 mins) - either sent as a link or an
attachment - you may include images in the video

2. A link to your website/ or link to a short portfolio with up to 3 digital examples of relevant
work
3. Artist CV(s)
4. Please complete the monitoring form: https://forms.gle/dbHiYvHcWy2CeW9N9
The deadline for proposals is 19 March 2021, 10am

SITE VISIT
Pre proposal deadline, we are scheduling four group site visits for prospective artists:
-

Monday 1st March 2021 at 11am
Wednesday 3rd March 2021 at 3.30pm
Monday 8th March 2021 at 11am
Monday 8th March 2021 at 12pm

For site safety and Covid 19 compliance, attendance numbers are very limited. If you would like
to attend a site visit, please email: moxy@bricksbristol.org as soon as possible, with your
prefered date from above with an email title: ‘MOXY SITE VISIT: ‘Your Name’.
Please get in touch to discuss any access requirements you have, either for the site visit.

FURTHER INFORMATION
Please get in touch to discuss any access requirements you have in respect of responding to
this brief.
This brief is subject to revision at any time, for most up to date version see:
http://bricksbristol.org/moxy
FAQs: Please find answers to general questions about the project here:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mUw_MP3Aym7QUsL88OopjtJPK0QR0CdN/view?usp=sharing
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INSURANCE
Artists will be required to have and maintain Public Liability indemnity insurance with a
minimum limit of £2,000,000.

COPYRIGHT
The work will be owned by the artist (unless otherwise agreed). Copyright is retained by the
artist and Bricks and Moxy will be permitted to use of agreed images for an unlimited period.
Photography and film to be arranged by Bricks and the artist as required. The artist is
responsible for obtaining permission to use any copyrighted material.
The copyright and IP ownership of the artwork will be held in favour of the artist. Ownership of all
submitted design and final work produced will be held in favour of Vastint and Bricks.
Vastint will have rights to use project photographs, images and videos for learning and
participation activities, promotional and publicity purposes including social media, in digital
and print format.
The artist must acknowledge the support of Vastint (including use of legible logos) in all
relevant publicity and promotional material.

FURTHER READING
Bristol City Council’s public art website: www.aprb.co.uk
Guidelines on public art commissioning, Public Art Online: www.publicartonline.org.uk
Moxy Hotels: https://moxy-hotels.marriott.com/
Bricks: http://bricksbristol.org/moxy
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REFERENCE IMAGES FOR INTERNAL ARTWORKS - MOXY INTERIORS

Moxy San Diego Downtown, USA

Moxy Chelsea, New York
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Moxy Frankfurt, Christian Kretschmar for JOI designs.

Moxy Time Square, New York, USA
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Moxy Edinburgh, Scotland

Moxy Birmingham NEC
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